
Appendix 2 

Newton Valence Parish Council Representation to EHDC Planning Committee 

SDNP/19/05324/HOUS – Chestnut Cottage 

 

 

Newton Valence Parish Council Objects to this planning application for the 

following reasons: 

Firstly, SDNP Policy Contravention – SD31 Extensions to existing dwellings 

stipulates that permission will be granted where: 

a. The proposal does not increase the floorspace by more than 

approximately 30% unless there are exceptional circumstances. In 

this instance the proposed increase is 47.9% and no exceptional 

circumstances have been provided. The policy calls for robust 

evidence which is completely missing from this application. 

b. The proposal respects the established character of the local area. 

The proposed extension is out of character with both the existing 

building and with the local area as no existing properties in Newton 

Lane are of the style and design proposed for this extension.  

c. The proposal is not overbearing or of a form which would be 

detrimental to the amenity of nearby residents by virtue of loss of 

light and/or privacy. This proposed extension will be detrimental to 

nearby residents as you will hear shortly from Dr. Seed who is 

speaking of behalf of neighbours. 

Secondly, one of the application documents states that the current living 
space is not fit for purpose and does not meet the needs of the current 
family.  It also states that the family is in need of increased living 
accommodation. The applicant has never lived in this property which he 
inherited. It has been let and the current occupants are entirely satisfied 
that the house is fit for purpose – they have just signed a 2 year extension 
to the Tenancy Agreement which expires in March 2022. Clearly these 
inaccuracies further undermine any exceptional case for an extension in 
excess of the 30% rule. 
 
Finally, the Case Officer acknowledges that this proposed extension would 

re-categorise Chestnut Cottage from a small to a medium size property. This 

loss of a small size property in the centre of the village needs to be put in the 
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context of cumulative developments. The Planning Committee should be 

aware that a separate planning application, called in by SDNPA, proposes a 

development within the village not far from Chestnut Cottage for 5 x 4 

bedroom houses, 1 x 3 bedroom house and 4 x 2 bedroom houses. This will 

result in tipping the balance in the village from small to medium size 

properties. 

That completes the Parish Council representation and we hope that you will take 

account of the local community’s Objections to this application – Thank you. 


